
JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STEERING COMMITTEE

MAY 5, 2000

1. ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 8:08 a.m.  Present were Chair Cyril Spiro, Vice-

Chair Chuck Bonfiglio, Vice-Mayor Richard Weiner, Councilmember Judy Paul, Wayne
Arnold, Neal Kalis (arrived 8:12 a.m.), and Allison Wildman.  Also present was Secretary
Janet Gale recording the meeting.  Delia Alonso was absent.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 7, 2000
Mr. Arnold made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Weiner, to approve the minutes

of April 7, 2000.  In a voice vote, with Ms. Alonso and Mr. Kalis being absent, all voted in
favor.  (Motion carried 6-0)

3. OLD BUSINESS
3.1  Charter School Questionnaire Update
This item was not discussed.

3.2 Commerce Park Definitions Update
Councilmember Paul advised that she had been reviewing the work priority list with

Development Services Director Mark Kutney and indicated that since the list was quite
extensive, they did not have an opportunity to discuss this item and that it may be a while
before they do so.
  

3.3 Florida Atlantic University Research Park Update
This item was discussed later in the meeting.

3.4 Agenda Items for Large Agency Meeting
This item was discussed later in the meeting.

4. NEW BUSINESS
4.1 Agrarian Committee
Vice-Mayor Weiner advised that he had met with several members of this Committee

to discuss portions of the Town Code.  He indicated that he had provided a draft of proposed
amendments to help the Town comply with State and Internal Revenue Service
requirements.  Vice-Mayor Weiner anticipated that this subject would be presented to the
Town Council shortly.

4.2 Community Redevelopment Agency
This item was discussed later in the meeting

4.3 Davie/Cooper City Chamber of Commerce
Vice-Chair Bonfiglio advised that the Chamber had selected its “Small Business

Person of the Year” and that he was not at liberty to divulge the person’s name at this point
in time.

Vice-Chair Bonfiglio spoke of the Chamber’s participation in Cooper City’s Founders
Day celebration and indicated that it was a very successful event.

Vice-Chair Bonfiglio advised that the Chamber’s Education Foundation would be



4.4 Davie Economic Development Council (DEDC)
Chair Spiro advised that the University of Florida had reached an agreement with

Florida Atlantic University and in conjunction with Broward Community College and
Nova Southeastern University to exchange 25 acres of land in order to expand its facility.
He further advised that ten acres of land had been donated to the University of Florida in
Deerfield Beach which was to be used for an economic research park.  Chair Spiro stated that
the City of Fort Lauderdale was still lobbying hard to have an expansion in its downtown
and that the University was supporting the effort.

Chair Spiro was unsure that there were any new negotiations between LeftMark and
Nova Southeastern or any other major tenants and asked Mr. Kalis if he could provide an
update.  Mr. Kalis advised that he had spoken with a representative from Nova who had
indicated to him that LeftMark’s asking price per square foot was too high.  He advised that
LeftMark may be considering a residential component for the building; however, he has not
seen any activity.

4.2 Community Redevelopment Agency
Mr. Kalis advised that the streetscape project had been moving right along and may

finish ahead of schedule.  He indicated that a new contractor had been selected to build
homes  on the remaining lots located in the eastside community.  Mr. Kalis explained the
problems encountered with the previous contractor.  He advised that the Agency was in the
process of purchasing another four lots in that area and was looking at other projects to
pursue.

Mr. Kalis apprised the Committee on the activities of the South Broward Hospital
District which was seeking to cap its contribution.  He spoke on the meeting he had attended
and of the dialogue which had been exchanged.

Councilmember Paul inquired when the clock would be installed.  Mr. Kalis spoke of
the trials and tribulations he experienced in getting the clock to work and anticipated that it
would installed shortly.

4.5 Davie Merchants and Industrial Association (DMIA)
Mr. Arnold advised that Jeffrey Egan, Vice President and Senior Sales Director with

Smith Barney, had provided an enlightening presentation regarding 401K and other
retirement possibilities.  He stated that the speaker for the next meeting would be
Councilmember Geri Clark.

4.6 Planning and Zoning Board
As a representative was not present, no report was made.

4.7 South Florida Education Center (SFEC)
Ms. Wildman reported that construction had begun on the Nova Southeastern

University/Broward County joint library and parking lot.  She advised that the
Metropolitan Planning Organization had officially approved the granting of $50,000 to
construct a pedestrian bridge between McFatter Vocational and Technical Center and
Broward Community College.  Ms. Wildman stated that the funds may be matched by the
State to do other improvements on the bridge such as lighting.

Ms. Wildman advised that the South Florida Education Center Transportation
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eventually take over; however, no one had.  A discussion ensued regarding the situation
with Ms. Wildman stating that there may be a possibility that Tri-Rail would take over the
operations and use it as a “feeder” bus to expand its system.  Chair Spiro found that
interesting since Florida Atlantic University had developed a strategic ten-year plan to more
than double its enrollment to 11,000 students in Davie and to 46,000 full-time students
overall.  Discussions continued in an attempt to figure out a way to keep the established bus
route servicing the educational complex and downtown as well as providing mass transit to
areas further west.  Ms. Wildman advised of the success which the Transportation
Management Association had enjoyed in Miami Beach with the electric shuttle bus
program.  The Committee discussed other scenarios that they would like to see
implemented in order to take a proactive approach to traffic and parking problems rather
than the reactive approach which guided the County.

4.8 Town Council
Vice-Mayor Weiner advised that Special Projects Coordinator Bonnie Stafiej had

provided a listing of the Town’s expenses associated with this year’s WestFair which
indicated that the Town expended approximately $35,000.  He surmised that there would be
a committee formed to discuss this event with the Chamber and that he would like to see
more of the Orange Blossom Festival in the future.  Later in the meeting, the Orange
Blossom Festival was discussed with Vice-Mayor Weiner having the consensus of the
Committee to bring back the “local flavor” that this event held in the past before WestFair.

Vice-Mayor Weiner advised that Council had not approved the land use plan
amendment concerning WalMart and that the zoning designation for that site remained
“Commerce/Office Park.  He apprised the Committee that with regard to the Roscioli and
Bradford marinas, Council had approved a modified ordinance, first reading, which allowed
130 foot length yachts by right and up to 180 foot length yachts by special permit.

3.4 Agenda Items for Large Agency Meeting
Chair Spiro listed the items that were selected for discussion at the last meeting and

inquired if anything should be added or removed.  Councilmember Paul suggested
Commerce Park Designation be added as a report was due from the Development Services
Department on prospective economic impacts generated from various zoning categories,
which she felt would provide the necessary information to intelligently discuss this topic.
Vice-Mayor Weiner commented that the aquaculture facility may be a mute point by then
because of proposals which were to be submitted to the Council within the next two weeks.
He suggested, however, that the item be kept on the agenda in case the issue was not
resolved by then.

Chair Spiro asked the Committee if it planned on following the same speaking
procedures it had done in the past and the Committee agreed that the five-minute
presentation from each of the boards had worked well.  He inquired if any other boards or
groups should be invited to make a presentation.  Mr. Kalis stated that if you wanted to
reach consensus building, there should be input from residential groups although he was
not sure how that could be achieved.  Councilmember Paul commented that the Citizens’
Assembly has representation from each of the homeowners’ groups and perhaps they could
be contacted.  After a brief discussion, Chair Spiro suggested that an agenda item for this
Committee’s next meeting be discussion of the issue of representation from homeowners’
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5. COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS
Chair Spiro announced that since he had been on this Committee when it was

founded in 1993, he felt that it was time to step down and allow “new blood” to serve.  He
advised that he would be resigning from the Davie Economic Development Council as well.

6. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Paul motioned to adjourn.  As there were no objections, the meeting

adjourned at 9:52 a.m.

Approved:  
Chair/Committee Member
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